Turn 9, Strategic considerations

This turn, the Soviets have pulled back their forces at Smolensk and north of the Dnepr. In the north, it
looks as if Leningrad might well be cut off this turn, in the center the pockets west of Smolensk holds and in
the south, the way past the Dnepr is now open.

The Soviet withdrawal has led to a great number of interdiction attacks on my part, as can be seen below.
Unfortunately, all these battles have not really led to any Soviets being stranded in “no mans land”, and
Soviet losses are not spectacular either. Unfortunately, fatigue is now quite high for my fighter air groups,
and | will need to make sure they no longer fly as escorts, which again means that | have to choose
between moving them out of the way or setting them to fly nights (and thus miss any ground support
missions).
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Situational Assessment

The North




Further south, the Soviets have pulled back from the area west of Novgorod in order to defend the Volkhov
river instead.

My own Panzer forces are relatively well off with regards to fuel, generally having movement points in the
30’s. This should enable me to continue grinding forward towards Leningrad.

The Soviet airforces in the area look to be relatively heavy in the bomber department, but similarly light in
the fighter department, which should give the Luftwaffe some options in the area this turn. Obviously, the
Luftwaffe can be supported by the Finnish airforces currently north of Leningrad.

Planning

My primary mission this turn is the encirclement of Leningrad (although the ports will still be in place,
making the term “encircle” slightly inaccurate). For this | will start with conducting a series of infantry
attacks with the | Corps, also moving this Corps in the direction of the Neva river, as they are the ones
meant for pushing over the river on subsequent turns. Depending on the outcome of the infantry attacks, |
will deploy the Panzers to ensure this result.

Once Leningrad has been cut off, | will use the remaining Panzers on an attack towards Chudovo with the
primary aim of establishing a bridgehead across the river Volkhov. If possible, | will also displace the Soviet
airfields east of Novgorod and encircle the forces still in the city.

Execution

| started the action in this area by using the Finnish airforce to attack every possible Soviet airfield (four if
them) and then following up by Luftwaffe attacks on the local Recon airfields.

After this | began attacking the Soviets still blocking my advance in front of the river Neva, which eventually
led to the cutting off the Soviet connection to Leningrad over land. The main battles of this phase of action
was fought directly in front of the river and can be seen below.
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After these attacks had effectively sealed off Leningrad, | proceeded with the secondary mission of
establishing a bridgehead across the river Volkhov. This attack eventually failed, when the Panzers assigned
to attacking across the river failed to succeed.
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The overall result of my attacks have been that at least three Tank divisions and eleven Rifle divisions are
now left in Leningrad, and if | can manage to cross the Neva river, their fate will be effectively sealed. Come
next turn, | will begin that attack with six infantry divisions of the | Corps under Model. Those divisions
currently have a CV of 68, which include 12 Pioneer battallions assigned directly to the divisions.

Below is an image of the situation south of Leningrad, as | give the turn to Dontra.




The Center

Situational assessment

In the center, the Soviets still hold on to Vitebsk, thus blocking my rail advance. This turn, the city is
defended by 12=72 CV. In the same pocket are two other stacks of three divisions, and in the pocket further
south is another 10 divisions. Finally, at Mogilev, two more Rifle divisions are all but encircled already.



The Soviet forces to the east of the encirclements have pulled back a full five hexes, and have, undoubtedly
begun establishing a new defensive line. Meanwhile, my own Panzers in the area are scattered and
certainly not fueled for another major push at the moment.

Planning

In order to test the defences of Vitebsk, | will assign a lot of the local infantry divisions to the newly arrived
XXXV Corps and then assign several support units and Walther Weiss to the Corps as well. | will then
proceed to attack the city of Vitebsk, with the locally available forces.

Whatever the outcome of this attack, | plan to use most of the turn to destroy encircled Soviet divisions,
gather together my own Panzers and placing them for optimal fuel and if possible, moving infantry in the
direction of the Soviet main lines.

Execution

The attack by Walther Weiss on Vitebsk as well as the two following attacks on the Vitebsk pocket turned
out to be successes as can be seen below.
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| was unable to exterminate the second pocket completely, leaving a total of six Rifle divisions still encircled
in the area around Mogilev.

| have moved my Panzers north, so that they are closer to their rail heads, and | have also moved the 2
Army onto rails, as | intend to move that army north to the Leningrad area, when | begin disengaging the
Panzers from that area.

Below is an image of the center, as | give the turn to Dontra.




The South




Situational Assessment

In the south, the Soviets have pulled back from their defense of the Dnepr. They now hold a line along the
Vorskla, running through Poltava. For obvious reasons, they will not have had time to fortify this line to any
great degree yet.

My Panzers are now in great shape with fuel stores around the 160-170% mark.
The Soviet airfields have been withdrawn to a position just west of Kharkov.
Planning

I will launch an attack on the Soviet forces on the Vorskla river south of Poltava this turn. The objective is to
break through and encircle the Soviet defenders left along the Dnepr west of Dnepropetrovsk. A benefit of
this plan is that my Panzers will be in position next turn to either strike out towards Kharkov or else to the
southeast in order to reach the area southwest of Stalino and effectively out maneuver the Soviets around
Zaporozhye.

Further south, | will begin preparing the LIV Corps for the attack on the Crimean crossings. This will be done
by assigning some Stug and Pioneer battallions to the divisions of the corps, and by assigning some artillery
to the corps itself.

Execution

| began the turn in this area by a series of Luftwaffe bomber attacks on priority targets on various Soviet
airfields, and followed up by some attacks by the local Hungarians.

Attacking the soviet forces west of Denpropetrovsk turned out to be a success. In total | have encircled two
Tank divisions and nine Rifle divisions in this pocket, and it looks unlikely that the Soviets will break the
pocket. As | had a “spare” division at this point, | moved it adjacent to Poltava, as the Soviets have yet to
evacuate the Armaments industries from this city.

Further south, the LIV Corps is getting ready to attack the outer defenses of the Crimea crossings.

Below is an image of the situation southwest of Kharkov, as | give the turn to Dontra.






Conclusion

This turn has been costly for the Soviets. In total, they have lost 171.000 men, 1800 gun ans 1800 AFV +
SP/AC’s his turn. Moreover, they still have two Tank divisions and sixteen Rifle divisions encircled as well as
three Tank divisions and eleven Rifle divisions cut off in Leningrad. Axis ground losses are negligible in
comparison.

By now, the total AFV strength of the Soviet OoB is now barely 1000 AFV stronger than the Axis one. With
five more Tank divisions in peril, this number may soon change to an actual Axis advantage, although such a
situation will certainly not last.

In the air, the Axis have lost 60 aircraft for 315 Soviet ones. Notable losses are twelwe Bf109F-2’s for the
Gemrans and 24 SB-2 Rcn’s for the Soviets. Compairing the relative fighter strength of the non I-Type Soviet
fighters to the Luftwaffe fighters of course still show a Soviet numerical advantage of 2202 to 713 German
fighters and fighter bombers.



